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Movie star Angeline Jolie with adopted
son Maddox and daughter Zahara in 2019

A-listers battle
over children
By Russell Blackstock
rblackstock@sundaypost.com

The four-year custody
battle between
Hollywood superstars
Brad Pitt and Angelina
Jolie is reported to
be entering a bitter
final phase.
Documents filed
last week by Jolie, 45,
indicate that not only
will she again accuse
Pitt, 57, of domestic
violence but that she
intends to prove this
with video recordings
and evidence from
their six children.
Jolie’s latest
document was filed
to court “under seal”,
meaning it is private
and cannot be viewed
by the public.
The alleged violence,
denied by Pitt, is
thought to relate
to an incident on a
private jet flying the
family from Paris to
Minnesota overnight
in September 2016.
Within days, Ms
Jolie announced she

was seeking a divorce
“for the health of the
family”. She requested
custody of adopted
sons Maddox and
17-year-old Pax,
adopted daughter
Zahara, 16, and the
couple’s three children
together, Shiloh, 14,
and twins Knox and
Vivienne, 12.
Pitt asked for shared
custody and the issue
is due to go to court in
Los Angeles this year.
The FBI and the
Department of
Children and Family
Services investigated
but neither found Pitt
was a danger to the
children.
Pitt has already
indicated he wants
to keep the children
out of the spotlight.
His legal team has
previously accused
Jolie of releasing
sensitive details to the
media through public
court filings.

Roman’s film hits home
Broadcaster Roman Kemp says
he has been overwhelmed by
the reaction to his documentary
about mental health and suicide.
The BBC programme, Our
Silent Emergency, addressed the
death last year of his friend Joe
Lyons. Roman said: “I used this
as my own therapy. The response
has been overwhelming.”

Roman Kemp

Hill rescue heroes
receive new radios
Scottish mountain
rescue heroes have
been boosted by
a £1m roll-out to
replace their ageing
communication
radios.
All 24 teams
belonging to the
Scottish Mountain
Rescue (SMR)
umbrella organisation
have been equipped
with up-to-date sets.
The units are now in
use by all the rescuers
after collaboration
between them and the

Scottish Government,
Police Scotland and St
John Scotland.
Scottish
Government
cabinet secretary
Humza Yousaf said:
“Mountain rescue
teams provide a
fantastic, selfless,
service that we clearly
cannot do without.”
SMR added:
“Radios are vital in
mountain rescue,
even with other
organisations such as
the Coastguard.”
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Family of acclaimed mathematician on why the

story of his complicated life and lasting legacy deserves to be told afresh

Cracking the code: Alan Turing’s
genius of Bletchley Park is more

nephew reveals why public acclaim for the
about today’s attitudes than his achievements

By Sally McDonald

Alan Turing
on the £50
bank note,
left, and
Benedict
Cumberbatch
as the
code-breaker
in The
Imitation
Game

smcdonald@sundaypost.com

He has become an icon,
acclaimed as a genius
mathematician, a
code-breaking marvel,
the father of modern
computing and a gay man
hounded to his death in
harsher, less tolerant times.

Unfortunately, according to
Alan Turing’s nephew, much
of what we know of his life is
more myth than reality. The
truth, however, is even more
fascinating.
Dermot Turing believes the
popular view of his uncle and
his codebreaking Bletchley
Park colleagues – cemented
in novels and films, including
The Imitation Game, starring
Benedict Cumberbatch – is
fine as far as it goes but that is
not nearly far enough.
He says Turing, who will
soon become the face on the
Bank of England’s £50 note, was
a complex man with a legacy
that is both more complicated
and more important than has
been charted so far. He said: “A

Alan Turing’s nephew Dermot
lot that he did is misunderstood.
The standard two-line
biography is about
‘the amazing codebreaker
guy who broke the impossible
Enigma code and shortened
the Second World War, saving
millions of lives, and then
was hounded by the state to
take his own life because he
was a gay man’. While there are
points of factual correctness
in that, most of it is wrong.”
He believes this is because
his uncle – who was given a
posthumous apology by
Gordon Brown in 2009 and a
royal pardon in 2013 – has
been “appropriated by a sort
of collective consciousness”.
“We have this idea that a
single individual was responsible
for the work on Enigma, which
is absolute rubbish. He had
serious help from the Polish
codebreakers and he dropped
out of codebreaking by about
1942. He personally didn’t save
millions of lives in the war

although Bletchley Park and all
its work, not just on Enigma,
may have done so.”
And, while his uncle did
fall foul of the law outlawing
homosexuality, he says
colleagues defended him. Turing,
who accepted probation on the
condition of having hormonal
treatment, in effect a chemical
castration, was neither jailed nor
sacked. His nephew said: “That
is not the reason he took his own
life. That was all in the past by
the time he died.”
He has written a
soon-to-be-published book,
Alan Turing: A Relative Story,
based in part on letters dating
from 1949 to 1954, uncovered
at Manchester University where
Turing was deputy head of the
computer laboratory.
The author, who is the
12th Baronet of Foveran,
Aberdeenshire, believes the
book traces the intellectual
development of the man who
more than 70 years ago first
mooted the notion of artificial
intelligence.
From Turing’s family’s roots
– in Scotland and India – to
codebreaking at Bletchley Park
and beyond, the book uncovers
the man behind the myth
and reveals little-known facts:
his mixed-race heritage, the
importance of women in his
career, and his courage, humour

and defiance in the face of
homophobia. The revelations,
says Dermot, should replace the
“sugar-coated nostalgic” persona
of Turing with an accurate and
more relevant view.
He wants to set an exciting
agenda for his uncle’s legacy –
one which can open doors to
women, people of colour and
students from ethnic minorities
in the world of science,
technology, engineering and
maths – and push for the removal
of anti-gay laws worldwide.
From his home in St Albans,
Dermot told The Sunday Post:
“Alan Turing’s correspondence
file is in the Manchester
University archives and I have
mined it quite heavily. It does
not have any marvellous great
new theorems, but what it does
do is give much more colour
of his day-to-day life and what
was going on his personal life, it
gives more insight into him as a
human being.
“We have assimilated Alan
Turing’s intellect in a public
sense of pride. We think,
‘weren’t we clever to win the
Second World War by the force
of our own brains’, and then we
say, ‘look how far we have come
since the early-1950s, now we
don’t treat gay people like they
are pariahs’.
“Alan Turing himself would be
disgusted to be appropriated in

Portrait of
Alan Turing
celebrates
the history
and culture of
Manchester,
where he
worked after
the Second
World War
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this kind of way. He would not
have denied that what he did at
Bletchley Park was significant,
but he would have denied that
it had the significance people
want to give it.
“He would have been
absolutely appalled at the idea
he is somehow being recruited
as a figure to have solved
problems about the treatment
of gay people. We have
conflated this stuff; packaged
it up and made it more soap
opera and that’s just not right.”
Turing’s roots shed light on
the man. His nephew revealed:
“The family came from Foveran.
Its estates were mortgaged
to raise money for the King
Charles I, and were lost. The
Turings became Church
of Scotland ministers and
merchants around the world.
Our ancestor William Turing
went to India and set up home
with a native girl.
“They had a son, John William
Turing, who was mixed race,
who worked in the Honourable
East India Company. But the
Cornwallis Reforms involved
in the transition of India from
trading partner to a colony
required that anybody with a
brown skin could not work in
anything other than a menial
role. John William was sacked.
It’s shocking.”
Alan Turing’s father was also
in the Indian Civil Service. His
brother John – Dermot’s father
– was born there, and later
became a solicitor. But Alan
followed a different path.
The writer said: “You have to
ask where that scientific spirit
of inquiry came from. Alan’s
mother – my grandmother Ethel
Stoney – had a family littered
with scientists of both genders.”
Two of her female cousins
were Edith and Florence Stoney,
pioneers of the X-ray and other
electromedical technologies.
He said: “They were physicists
who carved out science careers
before the First World War as
radiologists. The whole science
influence came in from the
women’s side of the family.
“My uncle’s working
relationships with women
weren’t any different from his
working relationships with men.
There were plenty of women
codebreakers at Bletchley
Park, contrary to myth. At
Manchester University, there
were quite a few women in
his laboratory and then there
were those with whom he had
professional correspondence.
“There is interesting
correspondence with the
Canadian computer scientist
Beatrice Worsley. She is
probably the world’s first

person with a computer science
PhD. Alan Turing was advising
her on it.
“You got the sense that who
he was prepared to give the time
of day to had nothing to do with
their gender but had a lot to
do with what they were willing
to offer, from an intellectual or
interest perspective.”
Despite his outstanding
career, Turing was 41 when
he took his own life on June
7, 1954, by eating an apple
containing cyanide. He left
no note but his nephew does
not believe his conviction or
the hormone treatment to be
the cause. He points out the
conviction ended in 1952 and
the treatment the following
year. His research found no
physiological evidence that the
treatment had any an impact on
his uncle’s mental health.
Dermot added: “I even
struggle with the psychological
effect, because he was quite
defiant about the whole thing
and had a good sense of
humour about it.
“I am reasonably sure Alan
Turing was going to leave the
world on his own terms at
the time of his own choosing.
What decided him that that
was the time to do it? I don’t
know. My guess based on some
documentary material is that
there was boyfriend trouble.”
Although he was pleased by
Gordon Brown’s apology on
behalf of the nation, Dermot
added: “Alan Turing is falsely
cast as a victim. Is his memory
honoured by apologies, pardons
and laws? Let’s, instead, put
pressure on Commonwealth
and other nations to remove
anti-gay laws.”
He also wants to see the
Policing and Crime Act 2017
that grants posthumous
pardons to gay people
convicted on mid-century
“gross indecency” charges
extended to include those who
are still alive.
The writer believes his uncle
would approve of his bid to set
records straight and steer a new
course: “The reason I am telling
the stories about John William
Turing and Edith and Florence
Stoney is that they point the
light to what Alan Turing’s
legacy could and should be.
“That means we can get away
from this sugar-coated nostalgia
and focus on a real agenda for
the 21st Century: to enable girls
and kids from BAME groups to
thrive in STEM subjects because
they are under-represented and
that is not right.”
Reflections Of Alan Turing: A
Relative Story, The History Press

A LIFE OF GENIUS
1936 Turing invents the idea of
a “Universal Machine” that could
decode and perform any set of
instructions

1944 Comes up with a system to

encrypt phone conversations. It
leads to a position where he works
on an “electronic brain”

1946 He produces a detailed design

for the Automatic Computing
Engine – a digital computer, storing
programs in its memory

1950 Publishes the idea

of comparing human and
machine outputs, now
known as the Turing Test

1951 Develops equations

for understanding biological
patterns in nature in terms of
chemical interactions

